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PHNOM PENH REGIONAL PLATFORM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

1. We, the Minigters and heads of delegations of member States of the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, met a2 Phnom Penh on 28 and 29 November 2001 at
the High-level Regiond Medting for the World Summit on Sudainable Development to review the
progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 in the region and identify key policy issues, priorities,
gods, condraints and actions n preparaion for the World Summit on Sugtainable Development to be
held a Johannesburg, South Africa, in September 2002.

2. We renew our commitment to the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the
provisions of Agenda 21, the Programme for te Further Implementation of Agenda 21 adopted by the
Gengrd Assambly a its nineteenth specid sesson in June 1997 and in this regard, we reiterate our
commitments in the Mamd Miniserid Declaration, the Barbados Declaration on the Sudtainable
Development of Smdl Idand Developing States and the Ministerid Declaration on Environment and
Development in Ada and the Pecific, 2000, as they relate to the implementation of the outcome of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific.

3. We dfirm the criticd role of Asa and the Pacific in promoting globd sugtainable
development. It is the largest and fastest-growing region in the world, with over haf of the world's
population and the largest population of the world's poor, the world's largest EEZ's and migratory
fish stocks and has the most diverse ecology.

I. REGIONAL ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AGENDA 21

4, We note that, since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED) in 1992, the region has made significant gains in many aress of sustainable development,
including the provison of the basc physcd and socid infragtructures for promoting economic
activity and dleviating poverty, the development of environmentd policies, inditutions and
legidation and the conservation and management of natura resources and ecosystems, but the
region's environment continues to deteriorate and the number of poor people continues to incresse,
outpacing the best efforts of many countries in the region.



5. We further note that a combination of factors have made it difficult for countries in the region
to achieve sudainable development. The widespread poverty prevailing in the region and inadequate
financid resources have been among the most serious condraints to effective implementation. The
financia crisgs of 1997, isolation and vulnerability of SIDS that are members of the Pecific Idands
Forum and recurrent naturd disasters have made the stuation even more difficult. Inadequate
indtitutional and technica capacity and unavailability of environmentaly sound technologies have
aso been dgnificant congraints to regiond progress towards sustainable development. In addition,
lack of peace, stability and security in some parts of the region serioudy impedes the implementation
of sustainable development drategies a nationd and regiond levels.  We recognize that peace
security and gtability are prerequisites for sustaingble development in al countries and regions of the

world.
[I. KEY ISSUESAND PRIORITIESFOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

6. We recognize that the key issues and priorities for sustainable development in the region are
multisectoral and cross-cutting, embracing the environmental, economic and socia spheres. We
further recognize that to address these multifarious issues and priorities will require promoting
economic growth and socid development, making globdization a postive force for dl the world's
people, giving particular emphasis on poverty eradication, environmental protection and management,
good governance as described in paragraph 13 of the Millennium Declaration, public participation and

human deve opment.
A. Economic and social issues
7. We believe that adequately addressing the following economic and said issues is essentid to

sustainable development in the region: chronic and persgtent poverty, impact of globdization,
sustainable energy development, sudainable agriculture for food security, human settlements
development, unsugtainable consumption and production patterns, human development and coping
with natural disasters.

1. Chronic and persistent poverty

8. We rgiect poverty as an acceptable human condition. We note that Asa and the Pecific is the
largest developing region in the world in terms of land mass and population, but it is the poorest of dl
regions, with about two thirds of the world's poor, or dmaost one billion people. The nexus between
poverty, environment and development is gpparent in the region. We affirm our conviction tha
poverty reduction and sustainable economic growth are essentid elements of sustainable development
and that success in this area will require the combined efforts of Governments and civil society and

strong and sustained support from the international community.
2. Impact of globalization

9. We recognize that globdization has both postive and negetive impacts on the sustainability
of development. Globdization has brought about pogtive changes in increasing the volume of trade,



foreign investment and loca employment and integrating economy and environment by employing
market-based instruments. But economic globaization has aso brought negative impacts that are
evident in the trade-related loss of naturd resources, and abrupt investment shifts that have negative
consequences. To make globalization work for sustainable development, we emphasize the urgency of
fully integrating developing countries and economies in trangtion into the world economic and trade
system taking into account nationa requirements and the need for a levd playing fidd between
developed and developing countries, promoting capacity-building and providing technica assistance
to developing countries and economies in trangtion, enhancing the role of information and
communications technology as a factor for development, and promoting trade and investment to attain
a far and broad-based didribution of the benefits of globaization. We recognize that the least
developed countries are among the most vulnerable to the negaive impacts of globdization. We
believe that the least developed countries require increased technicad assistance and less restrictions

for access to their products in the globa markets and for progressive integration in global trade.
3. Sustainable energy development

10. We recognize that energy is vitd to economic development and tha the rapid growth in the
demand for energy in the region has given rise to criticd issues tha include indoor and urban air
pollution due to fossl fue burning and urban transport; availability and accessibility of energy to the
poor; development of cost-effective and socidly acceptable sources of renewable energy; and
increasing energy efficiency by demand-side management and prevention of system loss. To achieve
sustainable energy development, measures need to be teken to increase the cost effectiveness and
efficiency of energy production and consumption, develop and use &ffordable cleen energy
technologies, increase the use of renewable energy, implement policies to reduce the materid and

energy intensity of production and consumption.
4. Sustainable agriculture for food security

11 Since agriculture depends its production on natura resources such as land, water, and
biological resources, agricultural activities affect environment both in postive and negative ways. For
example, some activities such as overexploitation of land for agriculture could damage environment,
while agricultura activities in sustainable manner could provide various goods and services such as
food, woods and environmental services sustainably a a lower cost. In order to lessen natural resource
degradation and to achieve food security, the pursuit of sustainable agriculture and rura development
(SARD), while reducing trade distortion, is essentid.

5. Human settlements development

12. We dso recognize that the provision of livelihood and the basic infragtructure to sustain a
good qudity of life and maintain a hedthy environment are the main chdlenges in the development
and management of human settlements in the region. Underemployment and unemployment in rura
aress are resulting in migration to cities, transplanting rura poverty to urban aress and increasing the
pressure on aready deficient urban infrastructures and services. The megacities are dso beset with

traffic congestion, problems of solid and hazardous waste management and air and water pollution



and associated hedth hazards as well as improper constructions. Measures to manage these issues
should be strengthened. Since most uban and rurd local governments in the region have insufficient
resources and capacity to effectively address the range and magnitude of the problems facing them, as
well as for promoting urban and rurd linkages it is urgent to enhance the indtitutional capacity of local
authorities in terms of human, technicad and financia resources. Measures to address these issues
including the cooperation between loca governments for disseminating know-how to overcome this
should aso be strengthened. In this regard the Kitakyushu Initiaive for a Clean Environment should
be further promoted. Though on a different scae the problems associated with urban settlements on
small idands are no less acute

6. Unsustainable consumption and production patterns

13. We bdieve that changing patterns of consumption beyond the reasonable limits set by nature
and production characterized by gross inefficiencies and mismanagement in the use of water, energy
and minerds are the most complex tasks in promoting sustainable development. We dso bdieve that
it is imperdtive that the consumption pattern of the world, in particular developed countries should be
modified in order to atain sudainable development a the globa leve, incuding mesting the basic
needs of the global popuation and that al countries should promote the trangition to less resource:
intensve paiterns of consumption. The countries in the region should aso am a achieving an energy
efficient and recycling based society which would be redized by means of a st of appropriate policy
measures, including the utilization of science and technology; market mechanisms and promotion of
environment business.

7. Human development

14. We &ffirm that good quality human development remains the biggest socid chalenge for Asa
and the Pacific. In most subregions there is high growth of populaion and large differences in
progress in terms of human development between ethnic groups and genders and between urban and
rural aress. In general, women fare worse than men; minority ethnic groups fare worse than mgjority
groups, and rura areas fare worse than urban areas. We therefore call for urgent measures to address
illiteracy, manutrition, poor hedth, human deprivation, inadequacy of rura infrastructure and
fadlities to enhance rura employment opportunities, vulnerability to economic shocks and gender,
culturd and socid inequdities, especidly for the poor, locd and traditiond people and margindized
groups. Infectious diseases are not only a public hedth issue which threatens peopl€'s lives in
developing countries but aso causes serious obstacles to economic and socid development of
developing countries. Environmenta education for children is particularly important so such
programmes a school and enterprise levels should be improved. We redize the importance of
didogue as a key to underganding among various political, socid, ethnic, religious and raciad
denominations in the region and the world. In this context, we endorse the importance of diaogue
among civilization as adopted by the UN Generd Assembly and its criticd role to promote
sugtainable development.

8. Coping with natural disasters



15. We recognize that naturd disasters, which take heavy tolls in terms of human lives, sufferings
and displacement of poor communities and economic losses, are mgor concerns for sustainable
development. We call for appropriate measures to ensure that populations suffering the conseguences
natural disasters, severe environmental degradation and other relevant humanitarian emergencies are
given every assistance and protection so that they can resume norma life as soon as posshle. We
adso cdl for measures including the establishment of early warning systems, the use of modern
technologies, including sadlite technology, and the implementation of effective mechanisms for
managing disagter Stuations including establishment of national comprehensive hazard and risk
management plans, and mitigating their effects, including, as appropriate, regional cooperation on
joint ocean and climate research and observation, to be part of sustainable development dtrategies of
affected countries in the region.

B. Environmental and natural resour cesissues

16 We further recognize that the regiond priorities with regard to the critica environmenta and
natural resources issues are land and biodiversity, oceans and coastal resources, freshwater resources,

energy and minera resources, atmosphere and climate change and idand vulnerability.
1. Land and biodiversity

17. We note that land degradation, including desertification, being closdly related to poverty
issues are severe congraints and continues to be a mgjor issue in the region, particularly in fragile
ecosystems, which include deserts, semi-arid lands, mountains, wetlands, atolls, coral reefs and
coastd areas. The rich biodiversity of the region, which claims more than two thirds of the globa
biologica resources, is under serious threat from habitat dteration, the introduction of exotic species,
pollution, globa warming and other human activitiess We dress the need to fully implement the
Convention on Biologicd Diverdity, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and the
importance of the sustaingble management, conservation and use of dl types of forests, the
recognition of ownership and protection of traditional practices and knowledge, in particular within
the plan of action of the United Nations Forum on Foreds. Internationa efforts are needed in
promoting sustainable management of al types of foreds, in particular mobilization of financid
resources, transfer of technology and capecity building. We reiterate the need to address in a holitic
manner the issue of illegd logging, illegd trade in timber, non-timber forest products, genetic
resources and its underlying causes. We support international and regiona cooperation in space
technology applications for better management of land use and biodiversity.

2. Oceans and coastal resour ces

18. We express our concern that the integrity of coasts and oceans is under threst from
unsudainable development and over-exploitation. Hazardous and toxic wastes discharge, land-based
sources of pollution, destruction of corals and mangroves, offshore oil-piping and minerd exploration

and exploitetion, oil spills, marine accidents, excessve coastd tourism and overfishing have been



identified as some of the main causes of marine environmental degradation. We cdl for a renewed
commitment to sudtainable development of oceans and coasta resources through:  effective
cooperation among nationd, subregiond, regiona and internationd inditutions responsble for
marine and ocean protection and management; implementation of national, subregiond and regiond
palicies enhancing the sustainable management and use of oceans and their resources, promotion of
total ecosystem marine resources management through capacity-building; improving access to survey
and monitoring technologies; and full and integrated implementation of the United Naions
Convention on the Law of the Sea the Basd Convention on the Control of Transboundary

Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposa and other conventions.

3. Freshwater resources

19. We recognize that the avalability of freshwater is an incressingly important issue in the
region, paticularly in Centrd Ada and low-lying smdl idand developing dates, which has the
highest level of water stress. Economic growth, urbanization, industrialization, population growth,
overuse and system losses, and the limited availability of freshwater resources in some countries of
the region have dl contributed to water scarcity in the region. Also, arsenic contamination in water
resources is a severe problem, causing serious hedth hazards in some parts of the region. In this light,
we gress the importance of integrated river and basin management to promote the sustainable use of
freshwater resources. We reiterate the need to promote the sustainable use of freshwater by
developing strategic approaches and technologies that integrate al aspects of water management to
reduce water stress and to maintain, conserve and protect freshwater resources to meet development
needs in a sustainable manner.

4. Energy and mineral resources

20. We recognize that energy and mineral resources are crucid to fud sustainable development.
Access to energy resources for the poor segment of our community is therefore instrumental in
dleviating their poverty. Specid condderation should be taken to ensure sustainable practices in
extracting energy and minera resources and to foster renewable energy development.

5. Atmosphere and climate change

21. We note with concern the deteriorating quaity of urban air, the transboundary ar pollution
caused by, among others, forest fires and acid rain, and sandstorm phenomenon, the so-caled ydlow
dust caused by desartification, and the impacts of globa warming and climate change on various key
socio-economic sectors of the region. Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and
intensity of extreme events, such as storms, floods, high temperature drought and searleve rise We
therefore remain deeply concerned that dl countries, particularly developing countries including the
leest developed countries and smdl idand dates face incressed risk on negative impacts of climate
change It is important that efforts related to climate change and sustaindble energy development
should focus on capacity building, technology transfer and improved access to new technologies with
specia emphasis on adaptation srategies. We call for increased international and domestic action in



addressing adaptation to climate change, climate variability, sea leve rise and other dimatic change
impacts, development and promotion of adaptetion Srategies, mobilization of resources for adaptetion
and congderation of dl the implications of al the adaptation needs, options and requirements. There
is a need to assist developing countries, especidly leest developed countries and smal idand
developing sates and economies in trandtion in capitalizing on funding opportunities. It is important
to improve the accuracy of seasond forecasting of monsoons and the understanding of the regiona
water cycle and promote regional cooperation in joint research on climate observation. Another
concern is the effective implementation and enforcement of legidative and policy measures to address

issues related to atmosphere and climate change.

22, We recognize that the World Summit on Sustainable Development provides an important
opportunity for addressing the linkages between climate change and sustainable development and we
note the decisions adopted by the seventh sesson of the Conference of the Parties, condituting the
Marrakesh Accords, that pave the way for the timely entry into force é the Kyoto Protocol with the

widest possible participation

6. Island vulner ability

23. We acknowledge that the issue of vulnerability has received growing international recognition
& a mgor disadvantage facing sudainable development and in particular that of smdl idand
developing dates (SIDS), arising from an interplay of such factors as remoteness, geographica
dispersion, vulnerability to natural disasters, climate change, ecologica frailty, exposure to economic
shocks, and smdl internd markes and limited natural resource endowment. We therefore call for
urgent measures to address and reduce the vulnerability of idands in order to enhance sustainable

development in our region.

C. Cross-cutting issues

24. We diress the need to address urgently the following cross-cutting issues in order to move the
region towards sugtainahility: policy chalenges for sustainable development; indtitutiond reform and
governance;, capacity-building; enabling informed decisonrmaking; technology transfer; promoting
participation of and partnership with magjor groups, and ensuring gender equality and gender justice.

1. Policy challengesfor sustainable development

25. We emphasize the need for the support for ongoing sustainable development policies and
strategies in a number of countries in the region as well as the early implementation in al countries of
the region of a sudainable development policy and decison making frameworks to integrate
economic, socid and environmental policies into one in order to promote environmentaly sound,
socidly acceptable and economically feasible development. Such a policy should be based on a et of
principles of economic sudanability, poverty dleviation and human development, environmenta
stewardship including ecosystem based approaches, respect for effective traditiona resources



management, and inditutiond safeguards, with a specid focus on poverty reduction. It will dso
require as gppropriate an integrated gpproach encompassing vertica and horizontal  coordination,
decentrdization and appropriate devolution, participatory and collaborative governance, control of
corruption, trangparency and accountability and investment in education and technologies.

2. Institutional reform and governance

26. We bdieve tha good governance, as described in paragrgph 13 of the Millennium
Declardtion, and indtitutional reform are among the most important issues in meeting the challenges of
sustainable development. At the nationd leve, the inditutional framework should ensure the
integration of economic and socid development and environmental protection and management and
to generate the needed financid resources. At the subregiond and regiond levels, the key issue is to
grengthen the mechanisms for the coordination of related activities of key inditutions and
organizations, stakeholders, private sector, civil society organizations and mgjor groups that are active
in the broad fidd of sustainable development. At the globd leved the key inditutiond issue is to
strengthen existing globd inditutional mechanisms that governments need to coordinate and to
support the implementation of regiona plaforms for the next decade to make them more responsive
to the demands of sustainable development in al countries. It is aso important to discuss ways of
improving the indtitutiona framework for sustainable development, including the future role of the
United Nations Commisson on Sudainable Development, United Nations Environment Programme,
the United Nations Devdopment Programme and the United Naions Regiond Commissions in the
further implementation of Agenda 21. In order to creste more effectiveness and to srengthen the
implementation of multilaterd agreements (MEAS) there is dso a need to improve interlinakges and
enhanced cooperation and synergies amnong MEAs at dl levels. We note the ongoing UNEP process
in this regard an expect thet its outcome will lead to meeting this objective.

3. Capacity-building

27. We emphasize the importance of capacity-building across al sectors as a factor in the
achievement of sugtaindble development through better education and training and the crestion of
public awareness concerning sustainable development.  Efforts in this area should include building the
capacity both a the nationd level and locd level, as wel as for the sdf-empowerment of locd
communities and the training of more qudified trainers, as wel as developing capacity particularly
using a subregionad and regiona approaches to understand and articulate the incressing number of
national legd and inditutiond measures and international environmenta conventions and agreements
and to secure better compliance with and enforcement of these laws and conventions. Capacity-
building on the use of modern technologies for environmental monitoring and assessment, including
the use of space technologies and information and communication technologies as well as traditiona
kills and knowledge, should aso be promoted.

4. Enablinginformed decision-making



28. We acknowledge that sound decison-meking and the formulation and effective
implementation of development programmes, projects and activities depend on nationa coordination
and the provison of scientific data, information, appropriately packaged experiences and knowledge.
We recognize the need for regionaly developed scientific infrastructures including, where appropriate
and on a voluntary bass, satellite based monitoring networks and assessment models. We dso
recognize the need to edtablish an accurate database and integrated information systems in the
countries of the region to promote informed decisionrmaking and to provide the public with access to
such information. At the nationd, subregiona and regiond levels, the existing mechanisms and
infrastructures for data and information flow need to be coordinated and strengthened by promoting
the utilization of technologies including earth observation, geographicd information systems and
oloba mapping technologies, and cooperation in the transfer of best practices and technologies.

5. Technology transfer

29. We view with serious concern that the commitment to further promote the transfer of
environmentaly sound technologies to developing countries on favourable terms as embodied in
Agenda 21 has mogtly been unfulfilled. We stress the crucid importance of transfer of technology to
developing countries in the implementation of Agenda 21. We further stress the urgent need to
facilitate the transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries and economies in
trangition through improved mechanisms including the WTO process, better access to information,
and enhanced capacities of recipient countries to utilize such technologies. There is a need to promote
the devdopment of locd technologies, improvement of capacity for technology assessment,
particulally of new and imported technologies, private sector participation in research and
devdopment and bigger nationa dlocaions for science and technology. The technologies of
particular rlevance to the region are biotechnology, information and communications technology,
environmentally sound technology and renewable energy and desdination technologies, and resource-

efficient low-waste and no-waste technologies.
6. Promoting participation of and partnership with major groups

30. We acknowledge the vitd role of mgor groups in sustaingble development and cdl on dl
Governments in the region to fully recognize their crucid role and promote their active participation
in sudaingble devdopment.  Mgor groups, including community-based organizations, NGOs,
industry, agriculture and business associations need to be encouraged and nurtured, particularly
because they have the capability of delivering socia services, often in partnership with Governments.
One area where these efforts should be focused is the development of effective partnerships with
busness and industry and the science and technology community in finding solutions to various
environmental, socia and economic chalenges. These groups should be major partners in extending
environmental services to the poor to relieve the heavy pressure on loca government resources.
Specia attention should be paid to the mobilization of youth and women as partners in ensuring
sustainable econamic and social development for them. Governments are aso urged to undertake



appropriate measures to promote partnership among governments, business, mgor groups to support
the achievement of sustainable development.

7. Ensuring gender equality and gender justice

3L We emphasize the importance of empowering women in socid and economic development by
reinforcing their capacity in the domains of education, employment, women's hedth services
including access to family planning and other basic services. We support the Beijing Platform for
Action and Chapter 24 of Agenda 21 as blueprints for achieving equality for women.



[11. FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS
A. Goalsand targets

32. We agree to contribute towards achieving the agreed Internationd Development Goals and
the targets set by the Millennium Declaration of the United Nations, adopted by the Generd
Assembly in September 2000. We recognize the need for balanced and mutudly supportive policies
in the economic, socid and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, while recognizing
economic growth is important for sustaingble development in al countries, especidly developing
countries and economies in trangition.

B. Asia-Pacific initiatives

33 We reiterate our commitment to the full implementation a the nationa, subregiona and
regiond levds of the Regiond Action Programme for Environmentdly Sound and Sudainable
Devedopment and Kitakyushu Initigtive for Clean Environment both of which were adopted a the
fourth Ministeria Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific in September
2000. We look to ways to develop scientific infrastructure within the region to strengthen our ahility
to achieve the following sustainable development gods.

1. Capacity-buildingfor sustainable development

A We support the development and early implementation of a regiond initiaive on capecity-
building for sudainable development that will build on existing programmes in the region and be
closdy linked up with dl the other regiond initiatives on sugtainable development. Its primary god is
to develop the capecity in the region to effectively address the policy chalenges and the necessary
inditutional reform and governance and promote effective partnerships for sustainable deveopment.
It may include promoting awareness of sugtainable development; strengthening networks of civil
society organizations involved in sustainable development; developing capecity, expertise and skills
in integrating sudanable development principles into planning, implementation and assessment;
building capacity in multilatera environmental agreements and international negotiations, enhancing
capability for coping with natural disasters; and improving capecity to cope with the chalenges of
globdization, incuding deveoping skills in trade-environment policy andyss planing and
evauation. It may aso include building capacity for the promotion and use of traditiona knowledge
and practices, local and modern technologies and advanced sciences to address sustainable
deveopment problems. Equdly important is the strengthening and capacity building of subregiona
organizations working to promote environmental management and sustainable devel opment.



2. Poverty reduction for sustainable development

35. We support the development and early implementation of a regiond initiative on poverty
reduction for sustainable development. This initiative may involve the implementation of the regiond
srategy on poverty reduction, which basicaly demands sustainable economic growth, inclusive socid
development, effective policies and indtitutions and increased investment in both physica and socia
infrastructure to meet the basic needs of the poor and the promotion of equitable access by dl to
assets, opportunities and decison-making. We recognize that poverty reduction in the region will
require both conceptual and operationd shifts and that, to achieve these, information dissemination
and advocacy, training programmes and pilot and demondration projects will have to be
implemented.

3. Cleaner production and sustainable ener gy

36. We support the development and early implementation of a regiona initiative on cleaner
production and sudtaingble energy. Building on existing activities in the region ad working with
relevant inditutions and linking with similar activities, the initiative may comprise cgpacity-building,
education and training on clean technologies and renewable energy and energy-efficient technologies;
database management and information dissemination and management, including promation of public
awareness;, and technology transfer activities and implementation of joint research and demongtration
projects, as well as policy studies on technology transfer. The initiative will dso address the need for
sustainable energy development on the basis of concrete issues identified by the fourth Ministerid
Conference and dso as suggested by the Bali Declaration on Asa-Pacific Perspectives on Energy and
Sudtainable Development, 2000.

4. Land management and biodiversity conservation

37. We support the deveopment and ealy implementation of a regiond initiative on land
management, including combating desertification and land degradation, rehabilitation of degraded
aeas and biodiversty conservation.  This initiative may incude capacity-building, educetion and
training; database management, information dissemination and exchange, including the promotion of
public awareness, and joint researches, surveys and pilot projects. These activities may be
implemented in cooperation with the relevant regiond, subregiond and nationa centres or inditutions
dedling with biodiversity and land management or terrestrial ecosystem issues, and by establishing an
AdaPacific regiond network of heritage parks and nature reserves, which may have subregiona
member networks. In cooperation with exigting nationd, subregiona or regiona centres, studies may
be conducted on issues pertaining to land degradation issues, such as soil erosion, desertification,
invasive species and sustainable agriculture,

3. We support the development and early implementation of a regiond initigtive to promote
sudaindble forests management in AsaPacific region. The regiond initiative may incdude the
following: (&) implement plan of action adopted at the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF); (b)
develop and implement nationa forest programme in countries in the region; and (c) promote the



mobilization of financia resources, technica cooperation and technology transfer of environmentaly
sound technologies in forestry

5. Protection and management of and access to freshwater resour ces

39. We support the development and early implementation of a regiond initiative on freshwater
resources. This initiative will aim to promote a national focus on fostering the integrated management
of water resources and basins, improve and expand the ddivery of services, especidly to the poor;
foster the consarvation of water and increase system efficiency; promote regiona cooperation and
increese the mutualy beneficid use of shared water resources within and between countries; and
facilitate the exchange of water sector information and experience. We particularlly welcome and
support the development and early implementation of the Centrd Adan initiagtive on freshwater
resources in the framework of the subregional Agenda 21.

6. Oceans, coastal and marine resources and sustainable development of

small island States
40. We support the development and early implementation of a regiona initistive on oceans,
coagtd and marine resources, including the sustainable development of smdl idand States. This
initistive may cover subregiond and intraregiona cooperation on consarvation and management of
marine ecosystem; waste management to prevent and control land and seabased pollution; and
implementation of the Programme of Action of the Globa Conference on the Sudainable
Devdopment of Smdl Idand Deveoping States To minimize waste and prevent coastd marine
pollution, the initiative will dso include implementing the Waigani Convertion; raising the avareness
and knowledge of the public with regard to problems of solid wastes, and promoting technica, lega
and scientific cooperation between and among Pacific countries to protect the marine environment.
The initiative may dso assst member countries in implementing action plans rdlated to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and support various ongoing subregiond initiatives in
relevant aress.

41. We cdl for the early development and implementation of meesures to address idand
vulnerahility including isolation, geographic disperson, exposure to naura disasters, socid and
economic shocks and ecologica fragility. We further acknowledge that the development of acceptable
vulnerability indices may contribute to the prioritization of actions. We aso cdl for the further
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sudtainable Development of Smadl
Idand Developing States (SIDS) including its review in 2004.



7. Action on Atmosphere and Climate Change

42, We support concrete initiatives focusing on ar pollution in Asa and the Pecific. These need
to address urban ar pallution, transboundary air pollution and sand storms. We support concrete
initigtives to increase international and domestic action to address adaptation to climate change
congstent with the provisons of the UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol and the relevant decisions of the
COP of the UNFCCC.

C. Implementation mechanisms

43. We recognize that different levels of economic development in the region will require
different approaches and mechanisms for implementing Agenda 21. We bdieve that if Agenda 21,
the Regiond Action Programme and the regiond initiatives are to be effectivdly implemented, more
vigorous and revitalized implementation mechanisms for consensus-building and partnership, as well
as coordination and cooperation, should be in place a the national, subregiond, regiond and globa
levds. The overdl objective of implementation mechanisms is to make development sustainable by
dleviaing poverty, enabling markets to work efficiently, strengthening socia cohesion and ensuring
ecosystem integrity.  In dleviating poverty, the region could improve the economic, socid and
environmental asset base of the poor through affirmative actions. The region could dso introduce
new production srategies, both industria and agricultural, and adopt a consumption pattern that could
meet the basic needs of al the peoples of the region.

1. National

44, We dress that the key dement of the implementation mechanism at the nationd levd is the
role of Governments. Countries in the region need to strengthen their economies, reform their public
sectors and enhance good governance. They will have to significantly increase emphasis on education
and hedth care systems, dlocate additiond resources and pay grester attention to meeting basic
human needs in such areas as water supply and sanitation, shelter, food and nutrition. The accent
should be on decentrdization of power and empowering loca inditutions. The Governments may
have to undertake studies to evolve the mogt efficient sysslem of governance keeping in view their
socid, politica, culturd circumstances. Governments are encouraged to inditutionalize mechanisms
for multistakeholder participation. In addition, countries in the region are dso encouraged to develop
and adopt, through participatory processes, indicator systems and targets for monitoring sustainable
development.

2. Regional/subregional

45, We recognize the importance of drengthening the role of ESCAP in implementation,
coordination and monitoring the progress in the implementation of Agenda 21. We propose to hold
regiona reviews at the ESCAP sessions, as necessary. Furthermore, subregional and regiond concrete
initigtives on sudtainable development should continue to be developed in cooperation with donor
countries and relevant regiond and internationa organizations. In the implementation of Agenda 21,



the Regiona Action Programme and the regiond initiatives, networks of civil society organizations
and mgjor groups should be fully utilized and supported.

3. Global

46. We bdieve tha Agenda 21 cannot be successfully implemented unless the globd
commitments made & UNCED are fulfilled and the Rio principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities is followed in its letter and spirit. Existing MEAs and rdated indtitutions should be
better utilized s0 as to be able to assst countries to efficiently meet their obligations under them. The
developed countries should make their best efforts to increase ther level of officid development
assigtance (ODA) and take measures to enhance capacity for effective debt management. This should
be accompanied by good governance at internationa level as wel as by open, equiteble, transparent
and nondiscriminatory multilatera systems. In emphasizing the need to diminate trade bariers that
continue to be faced by the developing countries, it is imperative that he WTO commitments to
improve market access for products of export interest to developing countries and economies in
trangtion be fathfully implemented. Additiond measures will be required including the future role of
CSD, and strengthening and streamlining of the MEA convention secretariats.

IV. FINANCING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

47. We recognize the importance of mohilizing in a coherent manner al avalable resources
epecidly domedtic for financing for sustainable development. However, developing countries,
economies in trangtion and smdl idand developing countries will continue to need interngtiond
financid assigtance in order to achieve sustainable development. Better access to export markets,
private financid flows, especidly foreign direct invesment, can play a substantid role in generating
resources to sustainable development in developing countries and economies in trangtion. We note
that the Internationa Conference on Financing for Development, to be hed in Mexico in March 2002,
will consider, in an integrated manner, dl resources of financing for sustainable development. We
welcome practical and innovative ways of mobilizing and identifying resources to support developing
country efforts to achieve sustainable development. In order to move forward, we therefore urge al
the developed countries to strive to reach the accepted UN ODA target of 0.7% of their GNP as soon
as possible. In addition, developed countries are cdled upon to pursue the transfer of environmentally
sound technologies and know-how to developing countries on favorable terms in accordance with
Agenda 21.

48. We are aware that Globad Environment Facility is a key financiad mechanism. We welcome
the current performance appraisal of the GEF and support messures to improve operationd
procedures and project implementation as well as a more strategic approach to geographical coverage
of GEF. In this regard, the GEF should be strengthened within its mandete.

49. We dso recal our observation a the Minigerid Conference on Environment and
Devdopment in Asia and the Pecific 2000 that additiona resources could aso be obtained through
increased participation by civil society and the private sector. Civil society is an important partner in
improving environmenta management and accountability. The business sector is a potent catayst for



development and a criticad partner in the pursuit of ecoefficiency. Regiond and subregiond
cooperation could dgnificantly facilitate resource mobilization and the transfer of environmentaly
sound technologies and know-how.  Strengthening regiond and subregional cooperation is
particularly important for activities that enhance nationa capacity-building processes.

V. FINAL STATEMENTS

50. The Asa Pacific region cdls upon the WSSD to accord priority attention a the globa levd to

the issues and the initiatives as mentioned in this platform.

51. We submit this Phnom Penh Regiond Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the
Pecific, together with the Regiond Message to Rio + 10 and the Regiond Action Programme adopted
a the fourth Minigerid Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pecific, 2000,
to the World Summit on Sustainable Devdopment and cdl on the internationd community for its
support and cooperation.

52. We affirm our commitment to full and active participation in the World Summit on
Sudtainable Development and its preparatory process and cdl for al countries to participate in the
Summit a the highest leve.



