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The Final Act of the Third United Nations Conference on the L aw of the Sea
ANNEX |1

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
CONCERNING A SPECIFIC METHOD
TO BE USED IN ESTABLISHING
THE OUTER EDGE OF THE CONTINENTAL MARGIN

The Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,

Considering the special characteristics of a State’s continental margin where: (1) the average distance at which the 200 metre isobath
occurs is not more than 20 nautical miles; (2) the greater proportion of the sedimentary rock of the continental margin lies beneath therise;
and

Taking into account the inequity that would result to that State from the application to its continental margin of article 76 of the
Convention, in that, the mathematical average of the thickness of sedimentary rock along aline established at the maximum distance
permissible in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4(a)(i) and (ii) of that article as representing the entire outer edge of the
continental margin would not be less than 3.5 kilometres; and that more than half of the margin would be excluded thereby;

Recognizes that such State may, notwithstanding the provisions of article 76, establish the outer edge of its continental margin by straight
lines not exceeding 60 nautical milesin length connecting fixed points, defined by latitude and longitude, at each of which the thickness of
sedimentary rock is not lessthan 1 kilometre,

Where a State establishes the outer edge of its continental margin by applying the method set forth in the preceding paragraph of this
statement, this method may also be utilized by a neighbouring State for delineating the outer edge of its continental margin on a common
geological feature, where its outer edge would lie on such feature on aline established at the maximum distance permissible in accordance
with article 76, paragraph 4(a)(i) and (ii), along which the mathematical average of the thickness of sedimentary rock is not less than

3.5 kilometres,

The Conference requests the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf set up pursuant to Annex Il of the Convention, to be
governed by the terms of this Statement when making its recommendations on matters related to the establishment of the outer edge of the
continental marains of these States in the southern part of the Bay of Bengal.
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