Chairman’s summary of the discussion on the comprehensive review and assessment of
progress achieved in the implementation of Agenda 21 and the other outcomes of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, as well asthe Programme
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21

A. Genera

1. The Commission on Sustainable Development acting as the preparatory committee for the
World Summit on Sustainable Development commenced its Second Preparatory Sesson on 28
January 2002. Delegates, representatives of intergovernmental organizations, UN Specidized
Agencies, mgjor groups and observers heard opening statements by the Chairman and Mr. Nitin
Desal, Secretary-Generd of the World Summit on Sustainable Devel opment and Under-
Secretary-General for Economic and Socid Affairs. The opening meeting adopted the agenda
and considered other organizational matters. The Commission acting as the preparatory
committee approved the gpplications for accreditation of a number of inter-governmenta and
non-governmenta organizations. The gpplication of one non-governmental organization could
not be approved and was referred for further consultation among delegations for consideration at
alater time.

2. The Commission, acting as the preparatory committee, began consderation of the main item
of work on its agendathe, “comprehensive review and assessment of progress achieved in the
implementation of Agenda 21 and the other outcomes of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development as well as the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda21.” In conddering thisitem, the Commission had before it, the:

(8 Resultsof nationa assessments;

(b) Results of sub-regiona and regiond preparatory meetings

(c) Progressreports or results of intergovernmental processes relevant to the Summiit;

(d) Report of the Secretary Generd on the Implementation of Agenda 21 and other
background information from the Secretariat;

(e) Background documents and other information and inputs from relevant
internationa organizations, UN Specidized Agencies, internationd financid
inditutions and the Globd Environment Fecility;

(f) Contributions of mgor groups, the summary of which isreflected in afollowing
section of this report.

B. Intergovernmental M eetings and Processes

3. The Commission heard reports on a number of intergovernmenta meetings and processes.



4. The representative of Germany presented the results of the International Conference on
Freshwater (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/10), held in Bonn, Germany, from 3-7 December 2001, and
highlighted Conference recommendations directed to the WSSD. Representatives of Iceland
presented two reports: the first on the Reykjavik Conference on Responsible Fisheriesin the
Marine Ecosystem (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/3), held on 1-4 October 2001; and the second on the
results of the UNEP organized Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the Implementation of the
Globa Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land- based
Activities (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/15), held in Montreal, Canada, on 26-30 November 2001. The
representative of Canada presented the report of the Internationa Pollution Prevention Summit
(E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/2), which was held in Montreal, Canada, on 18-20 October 2001, and
elaborated on substantive outcomes that included cregtion of a Globa Information Network and
action plans.

5. The Secretariat of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification presented a report issued by
the Fifth Conference of the Parties to the Convention (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/11) held from 2-13
October 2001 in Geneva, Switzerland, which contains conclusons and recommendations on

future steps in the implementation of the Convention, and a political statement addressing the
poverty and environment nexus. The Secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) presented the Marrakech Ministerial Declaration, issued by the Seventh
Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/4), held in Marrakech, Morocco,
from 29 October to 9 November 2001.

6. UNESCO presented the resolution of the Executive Council of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (I0C) of UNESCO that was convened on 10-11 December 2001
(E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/Misc.1). It outlinesthe IOC’s commitments to the WSSD and to I0C's
efforts to raise awareness of the importance of oceans. The Executive Secretary of 10C
discussed the deliberations and outcomes of the Global Conference on Oceans and Coasts at
Rio+10, held in Paris, France, from 3-7 December 2001.

7. The Executive Director of UNEP presented a progress report on internationa environmental
governance (IEG), noting that five meetings had taken place, with the last scheduled for 12
February 2002 in Cartagena, Colombia. He described UNEP sinputs for WSSD, and said that
the decison on |EG by the Seventh Specid Session of the UNEP Governing Council scheduled
for 13-15 February 2002 in Cartagena will be reported to the third preparatory session of WSSD.

8. Therepresentative of Audtria presented reports of the first and second Global Forums on
Sudtainable Energy (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/14). Thefirst Forum was held in December 2000 and
addressed issues pertinent to energy for sustainable development, while the second, hed in
October 2001, addressed energy technologies for rural devel opment.



C. Reports of Regional Preparatory Committees

9. The Commission heard reports on the outcomes of the various regiond preparatory meetings
held during the course of 2001.

(1) Europe and North America

10. The Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations represented the Chair of
the European Regiond Preparatory Committee held in Geneva, Switzerland from 24 to 25
September 2001, to report on its outcome. The Ministers of the UN ECE region urged the
Summit to promote a better integration between policies for poverty eradication, environmenta
protection and economic development. The Ministers committed themsalves to seek enhanced
cooperaion and solidarity with developing countries based on mutua responsibility for
combating poverty and promoting sustainable development. They recognized that efforts to
generate resources through domestic means and private financid flows must be supplemented by
debt relief and officid development assstance. They expect the UN Conference on Financing
for Development to produce clear srategies and actionsin this direction.

11. To make globaization work for sustainable development, the UN ECE region is determined
to integrate the poorest countriesinto the globa economy by removing trade distortions, giving
duty-free and quota-free market access, and by encouraging investments in the least devel oped
countries.

12. They suggested that the Summit should launch a specific mechanism to carry forward the
shared objectives for sustainable development in a spirit of globa partnership. Inthisregard,
many UN ECE countries expressed awish to seek to achieve a*“globa deal on sustainable
development” in Johannesburg to ensure a new baance between globa economic, socia and
environmenta development.

(2) Africa

13. The Minigter of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Zambiawho chaired the African Regiond
Preparatory Committee held in Nairobi, Kenya from 15 to 18 October 2001, presented its
outcome. The African Ministers emphasized that the lack of implementation of Agenda 21 was
further compounded by globdization, which had increased the poverty incidence in the region.
Eight main areas of concern were highlighted: obstacles to exports from developing countries to
developed countries, energy at affordable prizes, the promotion micro finance, access to better
hedth services and the problem of HIV/AIDS, sustainable rurd and agricultura devel opment,
including food security, access to safe water and sanitation, vulnerability to naturd disasters and
environmenta risks, and improved access to education. Furthermore, it was emphasized that the
mgjor limiting factor for the effective implementation of Agenda 21 has been the lack of
necessary means of implementation, particularly an inadequate flow of finances. The region was
aso cdling for an appropriate evaluation of debt relief measures, taking into account the specia
needs of the continent.



(3) West AsaRegion

14. Thereport of the West Asa/Arab Regiona Preparatory Committee held in Cairo, Egypt on
24-25 October 2001 and related meetings was presented by the Minister of Tourism and
Environment of Y emen who chaired the meseting. It was noted that Arab countries remain
committed to work to achieve sustainable development goas within the framework of the
principle of common but differentiated respongbilities. Achievements made by Arab countries
toward achieving sustainable devel opment were noted in the areas of health and education and
by increasesin per capitaincome, improved urban services, reduced illiteracy rates, incressed
participation by women in education and employment, reduction in the population growth rate,
increased life expectancy, strengthening environment and development indtitutions, better
legidation, capacity building and increased participation in implementation of cornventions and
agreements as well as better cooperation at the regiona level.

15. However, chdlenges exist for further progress toward achieving sustainable development in
the region. They include escalating poverty and, despite recent improvements, high population
growth rates and migration to urban areas. There is aneed for integrated policies with regard to
economic reform, improving general and vocational education, creation of jobs, conservation of
natura resources, enhancement of socia security, solutions to debt burden faced by many
countries of the region and strengthening the role of the private sector.

16. The Arab Minigters stressed the need for devel oped countries to increase ODA to 0.7% of
GNP, augment funds available to GEF and encourage foreign direct investment in support of
sustainable devel opment.

(4) Latin Americaand the Caribbean

17. The Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations, presented the results of the
Latin America and the Caribbean Regiond Preparatory Committee held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
on 23 and 24 October 2001, on behdf of its Chair.

18. The main outcome of the Conference was a document entitled “Rio de Janeiro Platform of
Action on the Road to Johannesburg 2002” which reaffirms the principles and objectives set
forth in the Rio Declaration and Development and Agenda21.  The Platform highlights, among
others: (1) The need to lay down the foundations for a new ethic that will serve asthe
cornerstone of sustainable development; (2) The need for greater integration between socid,
economic and environmentd policies; (3) The importance of strengthening inditutions & all
levels through exchange of experiences, best practices and knowledge; (4) The importance of
mesting the targets for ODA and securing additional resources through gregter private sector
involvement and enhancement of GEF, (5) The need to ensure market access for developing
countries’ products; (6) The importance of ensuring that the diffusion of scientific knowledge,
the promotion of research and the development of clean technologies serve the needs of
sustainable development, particularly in developing countries, (7) The design of astrategy for
the sustainable development of mountain ecosystems; (8) The definition of a core set of dataand
indicators, including a vulnerability index, and (9) The need to diversfy energy supply and foster
energy efficency.



(5) Asaand the Pacific Region

19. A representative of the Minister of Environment of Cambodia, who chaired the Asa Peacific
Regiond Preparatory Committee, presented the key outcomes of the high-level meeting hdd in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 27-29 November 2001.

20. The main outcome from the meeting was the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable
Development for Asia and the Pacific which indudes key issues and priorities for sustainable
development in the region, many which are multi- sectora and crosscutting, embracing the
environmental, economic and socid spheres. The Platform aso reflected the results of the

regiona roundtable and sub-regiona mestings.

21. The Plaform stressed the importance of countries in the region strengthening their
economies, reforming their public sectors and enhancing good governance, including education
and hedlthcare systems, decentrdization of power, indicator systems and targets for monitoring
sugtainable development. At the regiona/sub-regiond levd, the Platform recognized the
importance of ESCAP in implementation, coordination and monitoring of Agenda 21. Among
implementation mechanisms & the globa level the Platform stressed: the fulfillment of globd
commitments made at UNCED; better utilization of MEAS, improved efforts towards reaching
ODA targets, enhanced capacity for effective debt management; good governance at the
internationd level; and dimination of trade barriersin order to improve market access for
developing countries.

(6) Smdl Idand Developing States (SIDS)

22. The Permanent Representative of Singapore to the United Nations, on behdf of the Small
Idand Developing States reported on the meeting of the Alliance of Smdl idand States (AOSIS),
reported on the outcomes of the regiond preparatory meetings as they related to SIDS, capecity
building needs, the role of civil society, adaptations to climate change and the Barbados
Programme of Action.

23. The isolation and vulnerability of SIDS were emphasized in a number of presentations on the
results of regiond preparatory meetings. Key issues mentioned included, inter alia, remoteness,
geographica dispersion, natura disasters, climate change, ecologicd fragility, exposure to
economic shocks, small internal markets and limited resources endowments.

24. Some regiond platforms reaffirmed the Declaration of the Globa Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Smal 1dand Developing States approved in Barbados in 1994 and
the sub-regiona conventions and agreements which followed the 1992 Rio Summit. They dso
cdled for a comprehensive review of the BPOA in 2004.



D. Reportsof Agency Heads

25. The Commission heard from the heads of United Nations agencies and organizations
regarding their assessments of the challenges facing the Johannesburg Summit and possible
contributions that their respective organizations could make to the Summit and the achievement
of sustainable development.

26. The Executive Director of Habitat reported that the main chalenge for Habitat at the WSSD
is the promotion of sustainable urbanization. Better articulation of an integrated and coordinated
drategy to advance the Habitat Agendawill be an important contribution to the WSSD process.
To achieve this, Habitat proposes a two-pronged approach. One will be the need to articulate
effective Strategies for preventive measures to support sustainable urbanization. The other isto
adopt effective adaptive Strategies, programmes, policies and concrete projects to deal with
redity in the cities.

27. Habitat' s contribution to WSSD is based on a partnership gpproach that will alow for a
unified and coordinated input. Current key partners with whom Habitat is jointly preparing for
the WSSD include locd authorities, the World Bank, UNITAR, UNEP and WHO. A series of
mestings are aso scheduled in preparation for the Summit and a coordinated thematic cluster on
the Habitat Agendawill be worked out during the preparations.

28. The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) emphasized that
the chdlenge for the Johannesburg Summit is to provide a results oriented focus to sustainable
devdopment. Inthelast 10 years, the UNDP, particularly through its Capacity 21 Programme,
has concentrated on cross-cutting issues of capacity development in terms of indtitution-building
and human devel opment at the country level. The main disgppointment with Capacity 21
Programme has been the lack of sufficient finendd resources to meet the needs of developing
countries. A much stronger mandate and additiond financial resources would be needed to
further capacity-building efforts. No single agency can promote capacity building aone.
Although UNDP was tasked with Chapter 37 of Agenda 21, it has dwaysworked in close
partnership with others. UNDP promoted integrative programmes and an advocacy approach in
areas such as sustainable energy development for the poor. The Administrator saw a clear need
to obtain public support for the Millennium gods including thet of eradicating poverty by 2015
aswdl asthefinancing for development process that ams for changesin internationd financid
architecture, something essentid to Johannesburg Summit. UNDP would continue to pursue
integrative approaches in partnerships with other concerned agencies and organizations as well
ascivil socidty.

29. The Secretary of the World Meteorologica Organization (WMO) indicated that the main
chdlenges for the World Summit on Sustainable Development are issues related to climate
change and the protection of earth life support systems. To ensure protection of life support
systems, including the atmosphere, efforts must be increased to control pollution and to monitor
the accumulation of green house gases, sealevel rise, degradation of coastal aress, adverse
effects of pollution on smal idand developing states (SIDS), the weather and the hydrologica
cycde Refaring to the Millennium Assembly god of reducing poverty by haf by 2015, he noted
that the state of the oceans, availability of freshwater, demands of a growing world population,



food production, soil erosion and desartification al have serious ramifications on poverty. He
stressed the importance of the role of science and technology in understanding the impact of
climate change on sustainable development and the need for effective policies. The Secretary-
General stressed that today’ s path of development is not sustainable and pointed to the need for a
new paradigm of scientific investigation that links science and technology to itsimpact on

society and that recognizes multidimensiond interactions and impacts on human. He indicated

that WM O would work on promoting this new approach in its overal efforts to promote
sustainable development as wdl as continue its role of providing advice to countries.

30. Aspart of its contribution to WSSD, WMO will gtrive to enhance monitoring capacity for
observations of weather and climate, meteorological and related services, naturd disasters, ozone
levels, sealevd rise and assessments of climate change. To reduce poverty by half and to
achieve sustainable development critical needs include clean water and sanitation facilities.

WMO' s monitoring and assessment activitieswill help ensure that impoverished people receive
these essential services.

31. The Executive Director of UNEP outlined four criteriafor a successiul World Summit:
concrete action; partnerships, especidly with civil society; responsive prosperity, to overcome
poverty and change consumption paiterns, and integration. He emphasized the Millennium
Declaration as a basis for further work and partnerships. UNEP s contributions to these efforts
would include, inter alia: (1) Assessments, early warning and monitoring, with examples being
the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and the globa water assessment; (2) Capacity-building,
through, for example, the coordinating centres established for the Globa Environmental Outlook
report; (3) Technology and technology transfer, through promoting cleaner production, and
water-related technology; (4) Health and the environment; (5) Environment and food security,
including links to genetically modified organisms and biotechnology; (6) Globdization and trade
(7) Diverdty — not just biodiversity, but aso diverse culturd and spiritud vauesare a
prerequisite for the globdization agenda; (8) Urbanization, working closely with HABITAT; (9)
Energy- both the demand side (e.g. cleaner technology) and the supply side (e.g. agloba
network of renewable energy centres); (10) Implementation and the need to ensure agency
interaction with civil society and private business.

32. The Vice Presdent of Internationa Fund for Agricultura Development identified the main
chalenge for WSSD, as restoring priority to and reinvigorating rural poverty reduction. He noted
that the WSSD could achieve this by cdling for new investments that empower the rurd poor to
take the lead in overcoming poverty. In particular, the outcomes of the WSSD could help push
forward: (1) Building the cagpacity of the rurd poor and their organizations and promoting their
access to productive natura resources, technology, financia resources and markets; (2)
Overcoming gender disparities; (3) Fostering multi- stakeholder partnerships at al levels;

(4) Strengthening indtitutions crested under internationd environmenta and environmenta
conventions, (5) Addressing the need for amore effective framework for the dissemination of the
lessons learned.

33. The Vice Presdent identified two significant contributions of IFAD to WSSD: (1) direct
investments in sustainable agriculture and rurd devel opment, taking into account IFAD’ s unique
comparative advantage in terms of working in partnership with the rura poor in developing



solutions to environmenta and poverty issues and its capacity for mobilizing resources, and (2)
serving as a catalyst for broader progress beyond the scope of IFAD’ s projects and programs,
through effective dissemination of its knowledge and lessons learned to other devel opment
partners, advocacy on issues critical to the rural poor; support for capacity building of rura poor
organizations to advocate on their behaf; and continuing, vibrant partnership with civil society,
governments and intergovernmenta indtitutions.

34. The Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund emphasized that the primary
challenges of Agenda 21 till remain: to ensure that access to resources for human development
isin balance with human numbers; to end extreme poverty; and to advance equdity between
men and women. Four mgjor areas of concern to the United Nations Population Fund are: safe
drinking water, poverty eradication, gender equdity and empowerment of women. It was
emphasized that population growth today is a matter for the poorest countries but affecting the
world and, thereby, requiring aglobal response. 1t was aso stressed that there is a broad
internationa consensus on the links between ending poverty, promoting reproductive hedth,
securing gender equdity and protecting the environment, and that the world community should
continue to consolidate the gains dready obtained in these areas. Findly, the Executive Director
concluded that the United Nations Population Fund' s contribution to the World Summit would
be in sharing the experience of the organization in helping countries to incorporate population
into development policies.

35. The Executive Secretary of the UN Convention to Combat Desextification, stressed that the
main chalenges for the Summit are poverty eradication, ensuring food security and promoting
sugtainable development in dry lands.

36. He noted that progress under the Convention, which was adopted in 1994 and entered into
force in 1996, has been dowed by alack of sufficient funding for its implementation. Unlike the
other Rio conventions, the desertification agreement has lacked a predictable multilateral funding
mechanism. However, arecent development in the Council of the Globa Environment Facility
(GEF) suggests that degradation of land (deforestation and desertification) would be added as
one of the focd areas of the GEF. A find decision, in thisregard, is expected during the GEF
Assembly in October 2002. However, the Executive Secretary stressed that the WSSD isan
opportunity to launch the implementation of the UNCCD and to address, both adequately and
timely, theissues of financia support and capacity building.

37. The Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biologicd Diversty emphasized that
biologicd diversity underpins sustainable development in many ways, including food security,
climate gability, water filtration, soil conservation and human hedth. Despite many successesin
the implementation of the Convention, biodiversity continues to be lost a an aarming rate due to
ever expanding human demands and economic activities and the failure to shift from exploitation
to sustainable management.

38. One of the main chalenges of the Johannesburg Summit from the perspective of the
Convention isto send clear political signd that the achievement of the objectives of the
Convention is a prerequisite for sustainable development. Thereisaneed for arenewed
commitment to the Convention as an effective globa mechanism that can consolidate and



grengthen efforts being undertaken through regiona and internationd biodiversty related
agreements and programmes.

39. The sixth meeting of the Conference of the Partiesisto meet in April 2002 and will prepare a
message to the Johannesburg Summit. The main achievements of the Convention include: @)
adoption of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; b) the development of the draft Bonn
Guideines on access to genetic resources and benefit sharing; ) development and progressive
implementation of ecosystem approach in various programme aress, d) the process on
indigenous people and loca communities; and €) promotion of inter-agency cooperation and
synergiesin awide range of issues. The Convention has worked closdy with the Globa
Environment Facility, which invested gpproximately $1.2 billion over the lagt nine years and
leveraged another $2 hillion.

40. The Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Globa Environment Facility (GEF)

outlined the views of his organization regarding the chalenges of the WSSD and the lessons
learned since the Rio Conference. He stated that while Agenda 21 remains avaid blueprint for
sustainable development, future work should be refocused to concentrate on the thematic areas of
energy, water and forests and on the cross-sectord issues of cgpacity building and financing.

41. Oneof the lessons learned since the Rio Conference in 1992 is that the GEF s $15 hillion
portfolio isinadequate to meet the requirements of sustainable development. This portfolio must
be scaled-up and must involve more partners in order to replicate successes. Since decisons a
the Minigerid leve are key to additiond financing, the GEF is organizing a series of Miniderid
Roundtables on finance issues prior to the WSSD. Findly, he informed the delegates that for the
third replenishment of the GEF, additional resources are being alocated to two new
programming areas. land degradation and persistent organic pollutants (POPs). Projects under
the land degradation framework will support activities developed under the UN Convention to
Combat Desertification.

42. The Vice Presdent of the World Bank noted that globaization can make an important
contribution to sustainable development but the benefits of globalization have to be shared ina
more equitable manner. Some current trends pose a chalenge to achieving further progress
towards sustainable development in the future, including the expected increase of food demand
due to population growth, further degradation of forests, land and water as well asincreasing
energy demand in developing countries. The World Bark reconfirmed its commitment to Africa,
where sustainable development is threaetened by the degradation of natural resources and
HIV/AIDS in particular.

43. The World Bank, with poverty reduction as its main objective is committed to the

devel opment targets of the Millennium Declaration. The World Bank adheres to the principle of
nationa ownership of development srategies and a further strengthening of partnerships among
governments, donors and civil society. Together with its partners, the World Bank will further
engage in the discussions on financing for development, support a substantid GEF
replenishment, address the issue of debt reduction and give ahigh priority to trade issues.
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E. Summary of the General Debate

44. Countries regffirmed their commitment to the outcomes achieved at the 1992 Earth Summit
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, particularly with regard to the continued vaidity and relevance of
Agenda 21 and the principles of the Rio Declaration. Most delegations emphasized that the
purpose of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) is not to re-negotiate
Agenda 21, but to re-invigorate politica commitment to its full implementation. Various
countries gave specid attention to particular principles of the Rio Declaration such asthe
importance of common but differentiated responghilities, as well as the precautionary and the
polluter pays principles, anong others. Attention was aso given to recognizing that sustainable
development needs to be achieved by al countries according to their respective capabilities. A
great many countries welcomed the focus given in the Secretary-Genera’ s report to accelerating
implementation of Agenda 21 through concrete actions and measures, given the gep in
implementation that currently exists. They stressed that thiswould entall the provision of new
and additiond financia resources, transfer of technology, capacity building and accessto
markets, which congtitute particular areas of priority for developing countries.

45. A number of countries mentioned the idea of a“Globd Ded” which could serve asthe
conceptua framework for the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Such
a“ded” would be formulated as a package, baanced in terms of the interests of developed and
developing countries and also baanced in reflecting the three pillars of sustainable devel opment.
The objective of the “Globa Ded” would be the acceleration of the implementation of Agenda
21, advancing solutions to North/South issues and contributing to poverty eradication and to the
achievement of sustainable production and consumption patterns. A number of countries wanted
to have more information about the details of such a“ded” before making further comments on
the idea.

46. Many countries felt that the ten years snce UNCED have brought increased awareness of
globd environmenta issues, greater participation and involvement by members of civil society

in most countries and substantia progress with respect to the various internaiond legidative and
legd instruments. The widespread acceptance of the concept of sustainable development in
government, industry and civil society was itsef seen as an achievement by some countries.

47. Unfortunately, the progress achieved in the implementation of the provisons of Agenda 21
has been uneven and the commitments made by developed countries during the Rio Summit have
not been kept, according to the views of many developing countries. Given these circumstances,
the economies of many developing countries, particularly in Africa have deteriorated, resulting

in an overwhelming increase in poverty and inequdity, threats to human hedth, accderated bio-
diversty loss, increasing desertification, unsustainable use of natural resources and mounting
vulnerability to naturd disasters.

48. Many countries emphasized that peace, security and stability are prerequisites for sustainable
development and that the lack of peace and stability has serioudy impeded the implementation of
sugtainable development at nationd and regiond levelsin many countries and regions.



49. Much concern was expressed about globdization, which has accelerated considerably in the
10 years ance UNCED. Its potentiad impact on sustainable development was noted, athough
many countries recognized that globalisation can result in opportunities as well as challenges for
sustainable development. When properly harnessed, globalisation can generate and support
sugtainable development and its benefits can sgnificantly assst in the pursuit of sustainable
development. One delegate referred to the positive comments made by the Secretary-Generd
who noted that, “globdization so far from being the cause of poverty and other ills, offersthe
best hope of overcoming them.”*

50. Other countries were concerned, however that globalization has resulted in the
margindization of developing countries and ingability in the international economic and
financid system. Many developing countries were acutely aware of the vulnerability of their
nationa economies to the fluctuations in the globa economy and their inability to share the
benefits of globaisation on an equd footing. As a consequence of the dynamics of
globdization, many developing countries, especidly in Africa, are being increasingly excluded
from the world economy. Despite an unprecedented period of growing productivity and capital
accumulation, the last decade has seen an extra 10 million people each year joining the ranks of

the very poor.

51. Some countries stressed that dong with increased voldtility crested by speculative short-term
capita flowsin the globd financia markets and the increasing digitd divide, globdisation has

put mounting pressure on the globa environment. It has dso increased potentid for clashes with
traditiona vaues and cultures.

52. Severd countries fet that the mgority of developing countries, in deding with the invishble
hand of the market, have encountered benefits that are dmogt asinvisible. In opening up their
national economies, many Smdl 1dand developing States, for example, have put at risk their
indigenous businesses and indudtries by exposing them to excessve competition from much
gronger and well-financed multinationa companies. They arelosing or have log their
indigenous private sector and the employment and contribution it makes to national economic
development.

53. A view was expressed that efforts by some developed countries to raise non-tariff barriers,
including attempts a environmenta protectionism and continued reliance on unproductive
export subsidies have emerged as some of the disquieting feetures of globdisation. Thishasled
to continuing adverse terms of trade for developing countries. In this regard, another country
noted that rather than asssting in improving market access for agriculturd commodities of
deveoping countries, globdisation has led to trade barriers and continuing poor commodity
prices, thereby hurting agriculturd production and discouraging nationa industrial devel opment.
It has dso aggravated poverty and environmenta degradation.

54. Many countries emphasized that the chalenge for the internationad community isto ensure
that globaisation is not at the expense of equity and development. Globalisation needsto be
made more inclusive, notably in terms of developing countries' participation and of the equitable
sharing of its benefitsin the globa economy. The Doha Minigerid Declaration offers the

! Address to the World Economic Forum, New Y ork, 4 February 2002.
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opportunity for WTO to play afuller role in terms of making globdisation work for sustainable
development across the world.

55. Some countries fet that the Johannesburg Summit should pave the way for finding effective
solutions to the equitable sharing of benefits from globalisation and overcoming its negative
agpects for the sustained economic growth of developing countries and countries with economies
intrangtion. In thisregard, severd participants felt there would be a need for some protection
for the national economies of developing countries as these countries move toward trade
liberdisation.

56. It isthe view of many countries, that the conditions that promote sustainable devel opment
have not improved much during the last 10 years. Extreme poverty, environmental degradation,
underdevel opment, unsustainable production and consumption patterns and unequa income
digribution continue to exist. Over 1.1 billion people ill live in absolute poverty, the mgority
of them in rurd areas of developing countries, with women and marginalized people bearing
most of the burden. Almost haf of the people in Africaand South Asalivein poverty.

57. Rurd-urban migration aso increased substantialy during the 1990’ s with a consequent
increase in the numbers of people living in urban poverty in unsustainable human settlements.
Such human settlements are mostly informa and unplanned, often in dangerous locations and
lack basic municipa services such as safe drinking water, sanitation, public trangport, schools
and dlinics. They are often the result of inadequate urban planning, lack of investment in
infrastructure, speculative investment patterns, and indifference to the needs of the poor. It was
pointed out that world leaders in the Millennium Declaration, agreed to achieve, by 2020,
ggnificant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million dum dwellers, as proposed in the
“Citieswithout Sums’ initiative. Redlization of this target would reguire action at many levels.
It was noted that access to improved housing, safe drinking weter, sanitation facilities, hedth and
education would be urgent priorities for improving the lives of dum dwdlers. Long-term
improvements would require better city planning and attention to land rights and urban
infrastructures.

58. It was noted that hedlth conditions in many countries generaly improved during the 1990's,
with increasing average life expectancy and adeclinein child mortality rates. Nevertheless, poor
hedlth continued to be a mgor congraint on development in many developing countries.
Inadequate and contaminated water supplies, poor sanitation facilities, severe indoor ar pollution
from traditiona fuels, maaria, tuberculoss and other infectious and parasitic diseases, and lack
of access to reproductive health services took a high toll in death and disease. Some countries
noted that in Africa, the emergence of HIV/AIDS has devastated the young adult population,
dramatically reducing life expectancy and cresting enormous obstacles to economic and socia
development. At the same time, developed countries, and some developing countries, have seen
increases in diseases associated with unhedthy diets, sedentary lifestyles and obesity.

59. A number of countries reported progressin increasing access to education, including at the
secondary levels. While developing countries as a whole have shown consderable improvement
in net primary school enrolment over the past 10 years, it was noted that more than 113 million
primary-school-age children in developing countries currently do not receive abasic school



education. The number of children not enrolled in school has generdly declined, but the gender
gap in primary and secondary education persgsts in many regions, and girls remain
disadvantaged. Progress has been dow in reducing disparities in the distribution of educationa
opportunity, as reflected by differences in education by income, gender, disability, ethnicity, and
urban versus rurd location.

60. Various countries stressed that the role of education in sustainable development is of critical
importance. Both education and awareness-rasng, aswdl as cregting a culture for sustainable
development, were conddered by most countries as important means of enabling the public and
civil society to achieve sustainable development gods. In thisregard, it was emphasized that
education plays a particular role in reinforcing the capacity of women and girls to contribute
fully to society. Grester efforts are needed to advance both forma and informal education and
awareness — beginning in early childhood, particularly for girls. While local and nationd efforts
to promote education for sustainable development need to be strengthened, they have to be
complemented by internationa cooperation.

61. Most countries agreed that the eradication of poverty, including income poverty, hunger,
illiteracy and ill hedlth, is centrd to the achievement of sustainable development and to the gods
of the WSSD. Progressin eradicating poverty, as measured by the Millennium Deve opment
Godl's, has been dow and will require concerted and coherent action by developed and
developing countries, and by civil society, government and business acting in partnership.
Overcoming poverty and creating sustainable livelihoods requires growing economies, which
generate opportunities for the poor, including jobs. Thereis a need to empower the poor, in
particular women, to enable them to influence the policies, processes and indtitutions shaping
their lives. People in poverty also need accessto services, particularly education and hedlth, and
resources such as land, water and sustainable energy.

62. While the number of people living in extreme poverty has increased substantidly over the
past decade, the patterns of consumption and production in the devel oped countries have
remained essentidly unchanged, in the view of many. As noted by some, the improvementsin
efficiency that have taken place in developed countries have been more than offset by the
increase in the volume of goods and services consumed and discarded.

63. Although domestic resources have a times been the primary source for financing sustainable
development, it needs to be complemented by income from trade and externd financid sources,
including FDI and ODA.. Developing countries, in particular, stressed thet the failure of the
international community to meet the commitments made in Rio with regard to trade, investment
and finance and technology transfer has been a mgor limiting factor in implementation of the

Rio outcomes. It was reported that as of now only five countries had actudly met the United
Nations target of providing 0.7% of GNP for overseas development assistance. Policiesin these
aress have often not been coherent or consistent with respect to long-term human needs and
sustainable development objectives. The heavy externa debt burden and the decline of ODA
have limited the capacity of many developing countries to atract investment and constrained
their ability to implement policies for sustainable development. While foreign direct investment
increased rapidly in the 1990s, it was concentrated in asmal number of countries.
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64. Deve oping countries, particularly those dependent on commodity exports, report having
suffered deteriorating terms of trade. Trade barriers and alack of market accessfor developing
countries hamper their full participation in the globa market and thus their ability to achieve
progress towards sustainable devel opment

65. The lack of implementation by the international community concerning the transfer of
environmentaly sound technology and the equitable sharing of benefits from technology,
especidly information, communication and other new technologies was noted by many

countries. They bdlieve that the main lesson to be drawn from thisis that markets, by themselves,
do not ensure the diffusion of technologica capacity, hence supplementary means of
guaranteeing that developing countries benefit from technica innovation is needed, including the
provison of environmentally sound technology on concessond and preferentid terms.

66. Severd participants noted that hunger and food insecurity remain a continuing scourge,
affecting an estimated 815 million people in the world. In recognition of the need to take
immediate action to confront this, world leaders at the World Food Summit organized by FAO in
1996 agreed to aminimum target of halving the number of undernourished people in the world
by 2015. Thisgod was raterated by the Millennium Summit of the United Nationsin
September 2000. However, it was reported that recent trends show that progress to date in
reaching this target is not on track and the god is not likely to be reached. A five-year review
conference will take place in Romein June 2002 to identify ways to diminate the congraints that
are hindering the achievement of thisgod.

67. It was noted that support for the concept of sustainable agriculture and rural devel opment
(SARD), has grown since 1992, as avareness of the need to address the problems of hunger,
poverty and rural development with an integrated approach have become clear. The mgor
objective of SARD isto increase food production in a sustainable way and enhance food
security. Thelink with efforts to combat degradation of agriculturd lands has dso been
strengthened through the elaboration of internationa agreements such as the UNCCD and work
by FAO, IFAD and other internationd and regiona organizations.

68. Given that the mgority of poor people livein rurd areas and there is an urgent need to
substantively increase food security for the growing world population, many countries called for
urgent action to reverse the trend of declining human and financia resources for rura

development and integrated land management. There is aneed to develop new partnerships
between governments a al levels and stakeholders, including farmers, scientists, teachers, youth
and NGOs, to combat land degradation and desertification. It was proposed that the CCD should
be recognized as a* sustainable development convention”, crucid to addressing broader
sustainable development issues. Synergies between CCD and the other Rio conventions would

be hdpful in implementing them dll.

69. It was noted that the share of development ass stance directed to the agricultura sector has
steadily declined. At the sametime, it was estimated that resources required to end hunger are
lower than the human and economic cogts of not ending it, including the cost of ill hedth, low
labour productivity and lower economic growth.



15

70. Severd speakers mentioned the adverse effects on agricultural production and food security
resulting from barriers to agriculturd trade, particularly for primary products, and supported the
increased access to developed country markets for developing country exports. One country
referred to the harmful effects on its food security caused by the growing of illicit crops.

71. A number of countries pointed out that the magor ecosystems that support human sustenance,
such as, forests, freshwater systems, coasta marine habitats, grasdands and agriculturd lands
were dl dretched to the limit. Unsustainable consumption and production patterns, short-term
economic interests, population pressures and poverty have put a heavy burden on these
ecosystems. At the regiond level biodiversity was found to be facing various threets caused by
human activities resulting in disturbance, loss and fragmentation of habitats.

72. Severd countries noted that measures taken under the Convention on Biologica Diversity
(CBD), aswdl as many other environmenta agreements, have been strengthened. It was further
noted that the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety was concluded under the auspices of the CBD in
2000. Some countries reported that National Biodiversity Strategies have been developed in
compliance with the CBD. Others referred to the success that has been made in arresting forest
degradation, cleaning rivers and protecting sengtive eco-systems. Some regiond organizations
have developed regiond biodiversty strategies.

73. Many participants highlighted the close link between land degradation, including
desartification, poverty and hunger. Land degradation has resulted in aloss of soil qudity with
adverse impacts on agricultural productivity and food security, affecting the livelihoods of
millions of people, particularly in Africa. Degradation of agriculturd land and decline in soil
fertility continue to be a mgor threat to food security and sustainable development, especidly in
developing countries. Expanding world population, accelerating urbanization and growing
competition for scarce resources (resulting in deforestation, erosion and soil depletion) were seen
as worsening the problems.

74. The concept of integrated land management, linking agriculture, rurd development, water

use and conservation, soil degradation and depletion, extraction of minerals and metds, and
naturd disasters such as floods, droughts and landdides, has been accepted by many countries as
acrucid component of efforts to combat rural poverty aswell as rurd and urban food insecurity.
Implementation of the land-related chapters of Agenda 21 has brought together stakeholders
from the concerned sectors, working with governments a local and nationd levels, and relevant
internationa organizations.

75. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD) was recognized as an
important outcome of the UNCED conference with its adoption in 1994 and its entry into force
in December 1996. Many speakers noted with concern, however that this Convention is unique
among the “Rio conventions’ in not having a funding mechanism. The lack of adequate funding
has hindered the implementation of the CCD, particularly, with regard to the more than 50
nationa action programmes (NAPs) that have been daborated for many of the most affected
countries. Countries welcomed the recent proposa by the Globa Environment Facility (GEF) to
consder land degradation as a new focal areafor funding and they urged al States to support
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this decision when it comes before the GEF Assembly in October 2002. In this context, many
countries caled for a subgtantiad and successful third replenishment of the GEF.

76. 1t was noted that the world's natural forests continue to be converted to agriculture and other
land uses a ahigh rate. Therate of deforestation globaly for the 1990s was estimated at over 14
million hectares per year, mostly in tropica developing countries. At the sametime, there has
been an increase in forest arealin some developed and developing countries, due to both natural
forest successon on abandoned agriculturd land and the establishment of forest plantations at
about 5 million hectares per year. Thisincreasein forest area has helped offset deforestation in
other aress, resulting in the net annud lossin forest areaworldwide of about 9 million hectares.
Net deforestation rates were highest in Africaand South America, whereasin Ada, new forest
plantations sgnificantly offset deforestation.

77. Severd countries caled for internationa support for the implementation of United Nations
Forum on Forests (UNFF) Plan of Action. In thisregard, it was stated that the involvement of
least developed countries in UNFF was important. Emphasis should be given to the
rehabilitation and restoration of degraded lands as well as on the examination of causes of
deforestation and forest degradation. There is also aneed for co-operation among internationd
organizations and instruments on the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF). Some countries
aso cdled for the development of an internationd lega framework on forests. One country aso
noted a need to address forest crime including illega logging issues.

78. It was suggested by severd speskers that sustainable mountain development could serve asa
model for a comprehensive gpproach to the protection and sustainable management of an entire
living space. The 2002 Internationd Y ear of Mountains (I'Y M) can provide opportunities and
incentives for furthering scientific research on mountains addressing the linkages between

climate change, energy and water resources.  In view of their significance for sustainable
development, severa speakers urged that sustainable mountain development be considered asa
Separate item on the WSSD agenda. It was aso suggested that the WSSD should develop
specific initiatives on sustainable mountain development  In October 2002, a Summit on
Mountainswill be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan that will link the 'Y M and the Johannesburg
conclusions.

79. It was noted that the expansion of irrigated agriculture and growing demands for water for
industria and municipa uses have increased pressures on freshwater resources in many countries
over the last decade. Areas of water scarcity are increasing, particularly in North Africaand
West Asa. In the next two decades, it is estimated that 17 per cent more water will be needed to
produce food for growing populations in developing countries and that total water use will
increase by 40 per cent. One-third of the countries in water-stressed regions of the world are
expected to face severe water shortagesin the 21 century.

80. A view was expressed that, as water scarcity became more severe, there was arisk that water
would become a source of conflict among peoples. However, sharing water had also been an
important eement of cooperation in many cultures, and there were many such regiond

cooperdive efforts today. The international community had a specid responsibility for providing
politica, technicd and financia support.
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81. Severd countries pointed to ther efforts to devel op integrated watershed plans and reported
some success in arresting forest degradation and in cleaning some rivers, protecting sengtive
eco-systems, and creating environmental awareness. One country had reformed its national water
resources policy, its integrated water resources management strategy, and had facilitated
participation by the private sector and local communities in the management of water. Another
country stated that it had provided safe water supply and sanitation to a higher percentage of
households, had improved water management and had increased the number of protected areas
while another country said its communities had conserved watershed aress, and helped reduce
floods and landdides.

82. Severd delegations srongly reiterated the Millennium Declaration god of having the
number of people without access to freshwater by 2015 as akey eement in poverty reduction.
They aso supported the additiona target of halving the number of people without accessto
sanitation by 2015 as articulated at the Bonn Internationa Conference on Freshwater in
December 2001. The Johannesburg Summit should result in concrete action to meet the
Millennium Declaration gods in this regard together with well specified time bound measures
and sources of finance and technology to support countriesin their efforts to achieve this god.

83. Some countries stressed the importance of gender issues and participation of stakeholdersin
achieving those gods. Citing the recommendations from the Bonn conference on freshweter,
they cdled for commitments from governments and stakeholders for better governance
arrangements for public and private partnerships, mobilizing financid resources for

infragtructure and services, and partnerships for capacity building and sharing technology and
knowledge.

84. There was the view expressed that water was best dedlt with at the regiond level, and that al
efforts should be in conformity with existing agreements among the dates sharing a
transboundary water course and should maximize upstream and downstream benefits and help
the development of water resources and the protection of water quality for the benefit of dl
riparian states. Another country stated that it was not ready to go beyond the texts that were
adopted at the conclusion of Rio +5 and CSD-6 on water issues.

85. Other countries called on the international community to support regiona cooperation
initiatives undertaken by states on internationa watercourses. Innovative bilateral and regiona
approaches were needed for international watercourses and agreements should be in conformity
with internationd law principles and conventions. A view was expressed that decisonsto
congtruct large infrastructure projects, including dams, should be made in consultation with dl
riparian sates, and should minimize the potentia negative impacts. Others stressed the
imperative of multilateral cooperation in the sustainable management of natura resources,
including land and water resources.

86. It was noted that a number of important internationa and regiona conventions and
agreements dealing with oceans and seas have been successfully negotiated snce Rio and it is
noteworthy that the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and other legdly-binding tregties
have entered into force since 1992. Most recently, the UN Fish Stocks Agreement entered into



force in December 2001. The Reykjavik Conference on Responsible Fisheriesin the Ecosystem
has moved forward the debate on ecosystem-based fisheries management, as have various
initiatives of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). The DohaMinigerid
Dedlaration of the WTO and the provisions on removing harmful fisheries subsidies was
welcomed. More and better scientific data on the oceans and seas are now available though
further support to monitoring and assessment effortsis required. Regiona and sub-regiond
cooperation has increased and yielded positive results. Internationa cooperation and
coordination on oceans affairs has been facilitated by the establishment in 1999 of the Generd
Assembly’s Informal Consultative Process on Oceans, as recommended by CSD decision 7/1.

87. Many countries expressed the view that the international community must address greater
attention to the oceans, which are of central importance for human devel opment, poverty
reduction and food security. Some focused in particular on the protection and sustainable
management of fisheries and others were concerned especidly with coasts and coastal zone
management. The vitd importance of shipping to globa development and the safety of the sees
were mentioned by some.

88. The Small Idand Deveoping States (SIDS) urged a renewed commitment to the Barbados
Programme of Action, which was adopted in 1994 and requested support for a comprehensive
10-year review of itsimplementation in 2004. It was noted that the Barbados Programme was
reviewed a itsfird five-year anniversary a the Specia Session of the Genera Assambly in
1999. The congderable efforts of SIDS countries were acknowledged. But the overall assessment
pointed to no red substantive changes in achievement. To highlight the point, the review
identified six foca areas requiring not only priority but dso urgent action. These included
climate change, natura and environmental disasters, freshwater resources, coasta and marine
resources energy and tourism. In the meantime, there has been significant cause for concern
because recent studies point to a steedy decline in the environmenta qudity of SIDSin dll
regions.

89. Severd participants expressed the view that the Report of the Secretary-Generd did not give
enough attention to oceans and SIDS issues and many speakers urged that “ oceans, coasts and
idands’ become a central theme of WSSD. Some countries called for a dedicated interactive
dialogue on oceans and idands during the WSSD preparatory process —with theam of arriving

a “globa implementation initiatives’ and another suggested that time be set aside to specifically
address oceans issues.

90. Speakers emphasized the need for an integrated approach to marine and coastal management,
as urged by the CSD’s review of oceans at its 7" session, and noted concerns that both
Governments and internationa ingtitutions often follow a fragmented approach, based on

sectora issues. The Oceans must be considered as awhole and not as a“ cross-cutting” issue.
With 80 percent of marine pollution caused by |and-based sources, many participants urged more
effective implementation of the 1995 Globa Programme of Action for the Protection of the
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, as caled for in the Montred Declaration.

91. Better stientific information and assessment of the interaction between the atmaosphere,
oceans and climate change is necessary, especidly with respect to coastdl areas and smdl idand
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developing States, athough the mgor congtraint in implementing the Barbados Programme of
Action for SIDSisnot lack of information but inadequate financid and technica resources.
Financid and technica support to many coasta developing countriesis lacking. Capacity
building with regard to both ingtitutions and human resources is required.

92. The occurrence of disasters has deeply affected the environment. Floods and tropical
cyclones have had devadtating effects on the people and economies in Africa, ASaand Latin
Americaover the past 10 years. Naturd disasters had taken an enormous annud toll of human
suffering, loss of lives and property damage, sometimes reaching US$440 hillion in one year.
The El Nifio-La Nifia events have aso resulted in enormous globa socio-economic losses. Sea
level rise has caused inundeation of the freshwater lens on idand Sates.

93. It was noted that energy is essential for economic growth and socid development, but is aso
associated with air pollution, increasing greenhouse gas emissions and other damage to hedlth
and the environment. Some countries consider the world's current energy system to be
unsustainable. However, a number of countries reported having paid particular attention to
implementing the principles for integrating sustainable devel opment and environmenta

protection into their energy sector policies or nationa sustainable development objectives by
reducing the consumption of fuel and energy resources, enhancing the use of renewable sources
of energy, and giving priority to the use of clean fuels and energy sources. In some cases, the
results of active policies and the implementation of appropriate practica measuresfor energy
efficiency have resulted in Sgnificant reductions in the GDP power intendity. Nevertheless,

many opportunities remain for reducing energy intendty and for adopting measures to encourage
investments in the utilisation of indigenous and renewable energy resources. It was noted that the
Globd Environment Fecility has been quite effective in supporting renewable energy

technology, as currently congtituted, but is inadequate for addressing the other energy issues of
sustainable devel opment.

94. The effects of poor air qudity on hedth were highlighted and efforts to improve air quaity
were mentioned by severa countries. The adverse impact of unsustainable consumption and
production patterns on air quaity was aso mentioned. The severe and lingering impacts of the
Chernobyl accident on the air qudity of that region and the inadequate capacity to mitigate its
effects were noted.

95. Severd countries mentioned efforts by their governments to reduce air pollution by
implementing sustainable development plans, enacting legidation and making consderable
investments to that end. Other countries have taken action to control air pollution by closing
highly polluting factories and businesses. |n addition, efforts have been made to include aivil
society in the decisionrmaking process for implementing strategies and plans to reduce air
pollution.

96. There was congderable support for the view that climate change remains the most urgent
globa environmental problem. Countries noted that human lives and livelihoods are dready a
risk due to climate change, particularly in SIDS countries. The most serious impacts of climate
change and sealeve rise are acceerated damage to coral reefs, coastlines, food crops, and
Seawater inundation of freshwater lenses. The frequency of these impactsisincreasing in number
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and severity. Theimpact of dimate change on mountains and the Arctic region was especialy
mentioned. In mountain regions, the greatest concern isthe threat of receding glaciers with the
potentid for glacid lake outbursts, while in the Arctic the effects on ice cover, sea currents and
permafrost could have globa consequences.

97. The decison reached on implementation of the Kyoto Protocol a COP7 in Marrakech in
2001 was generally regarded as a breakthrough accomplishment that will provide strong new
impetus to climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts. At the same time, some countries
mentioned the climate change programme of the GEF as a true post- Rio success story, dthough
resources remain inadequate. Many countries agreed that the issues of climate change, loss of
biologica diversity, desertification and land degradation are closely interrdated, and synergies
of environmenta conventions, such as UNFCCC, UNCCD and CBD, need to be strengthened.

98. Over the past ten years, many countries, regions and inditutions have implemented nationa
Agenda 21 plans of action, sustainable development Strategies, and supportive legidation, with
discernable impact on the national planning processes. However, anumber of countries felt that
sugtainable development policies and programmes have in generd falen short of the levd of
policy integration required to Smultaneoudy serve economic, socid and environmental
objectives.

99. An Internationa Forum on Nationa Sustainable Development Strategies was held in Accra,
Ghanain November 2001 with the purpose of reviewing these experiences, sharing lessons
learned and recommending agpproaches to integrate key characteristics of sustainable
development drategiesinto policies and programmes a the nationd level. Participatory
ingtitutiona structures and forums, including Councils for Sustainable Devel opment or inter-
minigerid commissions, in many countries have greatly improved the relevance and qudity of
these strategies.

100.  Noting the outcomes of the Accra Forum and the key characteristics for anationd
sustainable development strategy, severa countries urged the Summit to make a renewed and
time-bound commitment to eaborate and implement nationd sustainable development srategies
indl countries. A manua on the development and implementation of sustainable devel opment
at the nationd level could be developed for launching a the Summit.

101. TheUN system was called upon to assist developing countries and countries with
economies in trangtion in implementing their sustainable development drategies. It was
stressed that regiona gpproaches to strategies and implementation of sustainable development
initiatives be given particular consideration.

102. Theadvent of information and communication technologies has enhanced avareness
about environment and sustainable development issues. However, thereis a need to do a better
job of managing information and science, to provide decision makers with a solid understanding
of globd, regiond and loca environmenta chalenges upon which to base policy decisons. It
was recognized that environmental adminigtration and protection is a knowledge-intensve
activity, which demands a high degree of scientific and technologica expertise. In the case of the
Pecific SIDS, dispersed populations, smal sizes and vast ocean distances have long hampered



the development of ICTs. These circumstances impose large costs on service provisionsin
education, economic development, socid wefare, hedth, travel and communication and have
condrained the growth of important industries such as fisheries, agriculture and tourism.

103. Even though new problems have emerged such asthe digitd divide, ICTswill play an
enhanced role in sustainable development, including in environmenta protection. Bridging the
digita divide both within and among countries as well as sharing and transferring of other
relevant technologies including environmentaly sound technology is very crucid. Therefore,
capacity-building and technology transfer must dso be underlined if we are to overcome
condraints in sustainable devel opment.

104. New information technologies have facilitated the development of databases on natura
resources that can be used to analyze environmenta conditions within specific regions. Earth
observation satdllites have been increasingly providing essentia datain support of many projects
for sustainable development. To effectively gather information on the sate of the Earth and its
environment, it has become important to organize globa observations using various satellites of
gpace agencies. For this purpose, the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEQS) has
played an essentid role as an internationd framework for the coordination of earth observation
programmes worldwide. Earth observation satellites in support of activities of CEOS will be
launched to promote the sharing of the benefits of Earth observation data for sustainable
development.

105. A methodology using indicators & locd, regiond, nationa and internationd levels

should be used for such assessments, according to some. The importance of indicators for
monitoring progress in the implementation of the outcome of the Summit was emphasized by

one country and the further development and use of common sets of indicators for sustainable
development was stressed as being crucia. Severd countries reported thet, to this end, awide
variety of sustainable development related indicators had been elaborated and developed in many
countries and internationa organizations. In particular, the outcome of the CSD Work
Programme on indicators of sustainable development was seen as helpful in the preparation of
nationd indicator sets.

106. SIDS countries reported success in the development of vulnerability measures based on
economic factors since the adoption of the Barbados Programme of Action. Pacific countries are
well advanced in the development of an environmenta vulnerability index and, the Caribbean
dtates are in the process of developing asimilar index, studying the effects of socia factors. With
these measures SIDS should be able to better understand their capacities and abilitiesin the
effort to achieve sustainable development.

107. Severd countries stressed that ten years after UNCED the lack of scientific and technica
capacity remains a mgor obstacle to sustainable development in many countries. The
development and application of scientific and technological knowledge and capabilities are
absolutdy critica factors underpinning progress on sustainable development in al countries.
Collective and individua efforts on sustainable development require harnessing sound science
and traditiona knowledge as the basis of policy development and implementation. Y et in some
countries, the scientific and technological community has faced enormous challengesin
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deepening their scientific understanding of sustainable development and in providing
authoritative advice for decison-making, including in areas of measurements and monitoring, or
elaborating principles of sustainable development impact assessment, and re-shaping their own
ingtitutiona structures and mechanismsto this effect. Concrete proposals are needed for
grengthening exigting scientific networks and inditutions.

108. The need to preserve the traditiona knowledge of indigenous and local communities was
emphasized by a number of countries aswdll as ther equitable participation in the benefits
obtained from its commercid use, was emphasized.

109. Capacity building, together with other means of implementation like finances and
technology transfer areintegrd and indivisible tools to achieve sustainable development and

need to be dedlt with in amore holistic manner. Many developing countries felt that lack of
cgpacity building (in terms of human, technologica and indtitutiona capacity) in the priority
sectors has been one of the fundamenta congtraints facing developing countries in their effortsto
implement Agenda 21. In this view, cgpacity building has exised mainly in theory, and even
where capacity has been built up, it was quickly lost to more attractive and lucrative employment
possibilities in developed countries.

110. Levesof externa assistance for cgpacity building remain a concern for most developing
countries. Severa countries mentioned that various internationd organizations such as the GEF,
UNEP, UNDP, the World Bank and others, are involved to some extent in capacity building
efforts. According to some, these agencies and the donor groups need to pursue more effective
partnerships, while ensuring trangparency and openness, in order to minimize duplication and to
ensure the mogt efficient mechanism for the implementation of future activitiesin the area of
capacity building. Some participants observed that instead of building capacity according to
country needs, capacity building activities, at times, have followed priorities other than those of
the recipients, often relying on too many externd consultants. This has had a negetive effect on
capacity building since such gpproaches increase dependency without building local capacity or
cregting a sense of nationa ownership.

111. Severd countries, however noted the positive contribution made by the GEF and
UNDP s Capacity 21 Programme in enhancing the ability of developing countries to undertake
locd-leve capacity development, but there is aroom for further improvement. The chdlengeis
to develop and implement an initiative of Sgnificantly larger scae that is able to respond to the
growing needs of capacity development that cut across al sectors of sustainable development.
Severd countries caled on the Summit to agree to sgnificantly strengthen the Capacity 21
Programme as akey inditutional mechanism for implementing Agenda 21. Others stressed,
however, that capacity building cannot be dependent solely on public investment, but must aso
be based on generating growth within communities and the private sector that relate to job
crestion and the diversity of indugtries.

112. A number of countries cadled on the internationa community to give its fullest support to
the effort of developing countries to strengthen capacity both at the nationd and the sub regiond
level. Strengthening, in particular, regiona education, research and developmenta inditutions,

aswel| as development of physicd infrastructure in such vita aress as transport, information and
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communication, science and technology and energy was encouraged.  In addition, thereisan
urgent need to develop and implement a capacity- building framework which adopts an integrated
and participatory approach that nurtures the well-being of individuas, families, communities and
society, and encourages and empowers people to take ownership of processes that affect them.

113. Mot countries agreed that one of the genuine successes in the past ten years has been the
increasing participation of civil society and magor groups a dl levelsin decison-making. A

seady improvement of stakeholder consultations through Local Agenda 21 (LA21) initiatives
was reported with Local Agenda 21 programmes now adopted in over 6,000 locditiesin 113
countries.

114. Theimportance of dl stakeholders, including governments both at the nationd and locdl
level, enterprises, and civil society cooperating closaly to achieve sustainable development is
generaly acknowledged. In particular, since many business enterprises and NGOs possess
professona and practical technology and know-how, they have played an important rolein
promoting positive changes in society by effectively combining ther activities with those of
nationa and local governments.

115. Some countries said that much of the concrete action on sustainable development has
taken place in coditionsinvolving government at dl levels— nationd, state, and loca, aswell as
NGOs, business, indigenous groups, and other stakeholders. These “ coditions of the willing” are
the mogt effective way to pursue sustainable development. They offer a powerful gpproach with
many gpplications both domesticaly and internetionaly As aresult of greater participation of

civil society in the policy debate and in decison-making in the field of sustainable developmert,
public awareness has increased and has been trandated into better ingtitutiona and lega
frameworks.

116. It was noted that the trangparent participation and shared respongbilities of civil society
isof utmost importance in the design, implementation and follow-up of sustainable devel opment
policies and regiona and internationa commitments on sustainable devel opment. Governments
were encouraged to financidly promote the participation of non-governmental actorsin the
process. Partnerships among mgor groups are an essentid means, leading to influencing
decision-making processes.

117. Empowering the poor, particularly women, was seen by some as essentia in recognizing
the economic, socid and environmenta dimensions of sustainability so asto enable them to
influence the policies, processes and inditutions sheping ther lives.  Thisincludes securing their
rights to services, particularly education and hedth. Access to education in generd and effortsto
raise public awareness of sustainable development issues in particular are needed.

118.  The contribution of the indigenous and local communities, who use practices harmonious
with the sustainable development objectives, aswell asthe need for protection of their traditional
knowledge, was consdered extremely vauable. In fact, some countries suggested thet it isa
priority to pay specid attention to the specific needs and concerns of indigenous peoples, in
regard to environmenta issues and biotechnology. In many ingances they are mgjor stakeholders
in natura resources exploitation in ther traditiona lands, in eco-tourism and in bio-prospecting.
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119. A view was expressed that a group, which accounts for about 20% of population in
amost every country, was somehow forgotten in Agenda 21 and in discussions a the UN CSD
Forum. Thisisthe group of senior, retired people. Aged persons should be considered as an
important socia group, indispensable for sustainable development due to their experience and
wisdom and their love and care for the younger generations. In implementing, the principle of
partnership and participation, the senior and retired people shoud be recognized as one of the
Magjor Groups.

120. Some countries, in ng the decade since Rio, noted the need to strengthen the ability
to monitor the implementation of agreements and the impact of programmes. Improvementsin
reporting mechanisms are needed to ensure greater accountability and commitment. In this
respect, severd countries suggested the need for more effective integration among devel opment
finance inditutions, multi -trade systems, and the UN agencies dedling with sustainable
developmert.

121. Some countries felt that the International Environmental Governance (IEG) process
currently undertaken by UNEP, was one of the most important ingtitutiona contributionsin
preparation for the WSSD and that UNEP, in this context, should be strengthened. Others
stressed, however that thet the findization of the IEG process should await the results of a
detailed examination of future arrangements for sustainable devel opment governance and should
not infringe on the autonomy of the respective conferences of the parties of MEAs or on the
governance dructures of other inditutions.

122. A number of countries felt that improved linkages and effective coordinetion of al
agencies involved in the implementation of sustainable development, within and outside the UN-
System, was needed. A review of the indtitutiona structure for sustainable development could
include core bodies of the United Nations such as CSD, UNDP and UNEP, in partnership
agreements with the mgor groups, including the regional commissions, financia inditutions and
taking into congderation the outcome of the Millennium Summit and other magjor conferences. It
should also lead to greater coherence and consistency between the United Nations, the Bretton
Woods Ingtitutions and the World Trade Organization.

123. Strengthened indtitutional arrangements for sustainable development, with enhanced the
capacity to facilitate the implementation of WSSD outcomes, was recommended by some.
Voluntary regiond and sub-regiona cooperation was seen as an important eement in asystem of
“International Governance for Sustainable Development” and thus it was expressed that a
regionda approach to sustainable development should be encouraged and the role of regiona
ingtitutions, such as the regiona development banks and the United Nations Regiond
Commissions, should be enhanced.

124.  Sincethe mgority of decisions affecting sustainable development are made at the
nationa and loca levels, it was stressed that good governance a the nationd leve is
fundamentd to sugtainability, and that this could be ensured by transparency and accountability,
which in turn could lead to proactive and responsive policies, and improved partnerships.
Strengthening of local, public and private processes in the formulation of policiesfor sustainable



development, and facilitation of exchange of information and experience between countries and
regions of the world was considered especidly important.

125. A view was expressed that strong, sound indtitutional eements in domegtic inditutions,
including fair regulatory systems, transparency and the rule of law, provided for more effective
ODA and made the country more attractive to potentia investors. Good governance structures,
aswdl as strong, sound inditutional € ements continue to be, of primary importance to achieving
sugtainable devel opment. It was stressed that building these ingtitutiona eements requires new
kinds of partnerships with government, civil society and business.

126.  Inconcluson, many participants felt that a viable programme of action from the World
Summit on Sugtainable Development can only be effectively implemented with adear and firm
politica commitment. A strong political declaration by world leaders that reflects a shared
vison, agenuine spirit of partnership and common ownership, would provide asolid basisfor al
countries to support the outcomes of WSSD and to advance implementation of Agenda 21 and
the Rio Declaration. All participants committed themsalves of making the preparatory process
and the World Summit a success.
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